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. “We are in’possib

—In Saudi Arabia, radical plofters™
" are conspiring to overthrow the rulers *
- of the oil kingdom in an ominous re- "
. play of the Iranian revolution 7. 2
fwi~In strife-ridden Central America;~]
--Cuban - operatives - are’: secretively ]
Z: delivering weapons to leftist rebels.
< —In" Western ' European capitals;
;- Soviet diplomats are subtly seeking to”:
+ encourage the new wave of neutral-::
sm.: e S Sy S :

i At the:r prov'h"ng‘ gréundsxr;éen-:
i trel Asia,:the Russians are flight-test-]

" ing a2 new intercontinental ballistic’]
- missile (ICBM) with 10 nuclear war-
i heads, a super-rocket.designed to hit’
+targets in the United States with dead~

ly accuracy. -7

These are just a few of the crudial;

%:United. States at a time! of rising ten-.
»sion ‘with the Soviet Union and gen-:
5:eral - international =~ upheaval.:: We ]
t-aré” in’ possibly the ‘ most menac
:.period since World. War I

-

%'need. precise, - detailed: and . timely .
#knowledge - of  what" i$ . happening ]
* requirement for the United States, as

- -a first-rate capability for gathering and |
- interpreting intelligence —— as-well as

5 'Tad Szulc has.written 14 books on Jorelgn
- policy. His first novel, Diplomatic Immunity,
" -will be published by Simon & Schuster later ™
- this month. v (e
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ly, the most menacing period since,We
‘who believes that the answer.to
-how intelligent is our. intelligence?

problems - and' dangers “facing’ the|

5:-iFor America to be able'to deal ef:- : |
# fectively with threats of this kind, we_|-

»“around the globe on a daily basis. In"} -
«: other words, the greatest self-defense |

* seen by the Reagan' Administrdtion, is |
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Tehe

to the Soviet challenge lie

R

~for influencing events in foreign coun-
tries -through 'secret means ‘and re4
Csources.”. L Lo e
-7 But"according to the most experi-
“enced experts in Washington, United
States Intelligence — the Central In-

, +telligence Agency and its military sister
~agencies — has been falling short of
superb performance, to say the least;
-in'recent years; This is believed to be
.true.of both’*human” and technical

. ‘intelligence;"" from cloak-and-dagger
- .espionage to the spy-in-the-sky (satel-
:lite) surveillance of Soviet. nuclear ad-
vances, T I g
. The rebuilding, streamlinin
‘modernizing of American intelligence

STAT

““operations looms, therefore, as one of
-the -highest priorities for the Reagan

Administration- and the -new:leader-
ship: team’ it ‘fielded earlier this:year;
"The ‘deécision“to revive and ‘step up.

-Soviet fighters: in-Afghanistan to ef-
forts-at-gaining dedisiveipolitical  in-
“fluence-hy-the petroleumirich Persian
-Gulf-—is-part of the current upgrad-
ing plan. - Much-more“must-be- done,
"however, “to-restore_primacy to the
‘Unted.States ini the-elusive w

intelligence, x> -

-improving ‘American intelligence -lies:
-with William 3. Casey, 'the- 68-year-
old New York lawyer who was named
-by-President Reagan asDirector of
_Central’ Intelligence after managing!
‘hisielection campaign. Under the law,

Casey ishead of the entireintelligence |

-community- {comprising the CIA; the
‘Penfagon-run NationalZSecurity
~Agency=(NSA), -which spedializes in

: ftelﬁ_gght;g'}\_gency,iapd;ﬁe’SMe' De-

i intelligence

=z The“immediate »resp;:nsﬁ)drty fdfl :

“technical intelligence; the Defense In-j .
or Release 2011/02/22 - CIA-RDP90-01208R000100070022-2

WM — e v s svae ey WAL, e e

- Ference..to: the_low .morale pervading
- sthe Agency-since=the: Congressional -

sinvestigations of*the-mid-1970’s and
:continuing throughsthe tenure of Ad-

:miral Stansfield Fumner as CIA Direc-..
JYor during the-Carter- Administration - - |
-How well”Casey-will_succeed re-. ‘

‘mains: a_seriousaquestion mark in

Washington’: Though “he hes. been |

‘touted as an:“old-hand™ at intel}i-
:gence, there 2re many doubts among -

professionals conceming
-his leadershi;).-qualiﬁes,zinduding his

limited experience-in this field. Casey '

:served for three wartime years as a
‘London-based senior officer 1n the Of-
fice of Strategic Services, the CIA's'
forerunner, but did not join the CIA
afterward. His only other direct ex-

‘posure to intelligence was his service |

in 1976 on the Murphy Commission,
‘which surveyed the work of the intel-
!igence community. Casey’s exposure
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